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MUSEUM DISPLAYS

Probably our most prized museum artefact is the large, white Royal Ensign from
Britannia, from the time when she was skippered by Captain Turner, of Wivenhoe.
Along with several other alterations and additions to our displays, we have framed
this ensign and it now hangs on full display above our balcony wall.

We have also moved our collection of cased models into the main room and have
had new stands made for two of them. We have also received a very generous
donation of another cased model of HMS Sesame, one of a class of naval tugs, part
of whose operations were to tow the Mulberry Harbours to Dunkirk. This links the
model to Wivenhoe, where sections of the Harbour were built. Pauline Holloway of
Rowhedge, made and donated the models of HMS Shearwater, shown above, and
HMS Sesame. Their quality and attention to detail is exceptional and we are very
proud to be able to display them and very grateful for the generosity of this donation.

Over the past two winters we have updated and re-arranged many of the display
items, adding more information to the labelling and creating what we hope will be a
more rewarding experience for our visitors. We have also invested in a card reader to
make the buying of items from our shop a lot easier for visitors and for Custodians to
carry out the sales.
STAIRLIFT

Our stairlift on the rear staircase has served us well for many years, but it finally
ground to a halt over the winter. We have replaced it with a newer model, allowing
access to the first floor for anyone with limited mobility. We also have a wheelchair
on the first floor to improve access for everyone.

NOTTAGE LIGHTING

As part of our gradual updating of the Nottage premises and facilities that has
been carried out in recent years, we have initiated an update of our lighting. All of
our lighting throughout the building is to be upgraded to LED, greatly reducing our
running costs and offering a more eye-friendly light. The main room has a mixture
of lighting systems to allow more versatility when lighting different exhibitions and
social events. This mixture is to be improved and brought up to date, increasing that
versatility and increasing the opportunity to best suit the lights to the event. This
should be in place by the start of our season.
THE NOTTAGE YOUNG SAILOR’S BURSARY

The Management Committee of the Nottage has created a new Bursary to support
and encourage young people who are aiming for a career at sea or working within
the yachting and marine industries. This is exactly what Captain Nottage had in mind
when he wrote his bequest for the creation of the Institute, so we’re delighted to be
able to announce and run this new scheme. The Bursary is available to one young
person each year, who has, or who is en route towards having, a career in the
marine industry. The Bursary takes the form of a 50% reduction in the course fee
for any Nottage course. We have already received a very well-deserving application
and the Committee has decided to announce the new scheme by awarding the first
Bursary straight away to Alanna Cameron, who has worked on and with several
traditional sailing ships and maritime organisations and who has a very clear and
strong idea of what her aims are for her future. She is currently completing an RYA
course at the Nottage.
CUSTODIANS

Many Friends of the Nottage are Custodians, who open and man the museum on
summer weekends and Bank Holidays between 1300 and 1600 and for the period
May to September. We are always immensely grateful to our team of Custodians
whose generous contribution of time allows us to open throughout the summer.
The role is viewed as an enjoyable and easy way to occasionally spend a few hours,
helping to keep the Nottage open for the community, so if you would like to join
the team, or find out more about being a Custodian, please speak to us on 01206
824142, or email admin@nottage.org.uk
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